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1983 RARS CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Deck the halls with boughs of 
holly-—-Fa la la la la--la la la la! 
Tis the season to be jolly at the 
Annual RARS Christmas Party! This 
year the Club has obtained a_ room at 
the NCSU Faculty Club for Sunday 
evening Dec. 18 at 7:30. As in the 
past, guests will be requested to 
bring their favorite treat to add to 
the hors d‘oeuvre table. If you've 
ever attended Club functions of this 
sort, you know the XYLs of RAKS can 
put on a pretty scrumptious spread. 
So mark your calendar--Sunday. Dec. 
18-—just one week before the big 
day . See you all at the RAS ¥ 
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Well, here we are again, approaching 
the end of the month with the prospect of 
a ham in space a week away. At this writ- 
ing, STS-9 is scheduled to lift off at 
1600 UTC on November 28, indicating that 
NASA has triumphed over the European Space 
Agency, sponsor of Space Lab which is the 
primary payload. When rocket engine noz- 
zle problems caused a delay of the October 
flight, ESA wanted to delay the mission 
until February or March for "scientific 
reasons." Some of the Space Lab experi- 
ments involve light sensitive instruments 
and photography in low ambient levels of 
illumination. It is true that winter oo 
Snow cover and the more wide-spread pres- . : © of 
ence of fog increases the reflectivity of wee: Th je, Mi APT, 2a pa 
Earth and would hamper experiments which , : 
depend on low levels of illumination. It 
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Christmas party! 
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is also true, however, that ESA's own geosynchronous orbits. In fact, some 
ARIANE iaunch vehicle is in direct com- future satellites are booked for doth the 
petition with the Space Shuttle ne Shuttle and the ARIANE, waiting for the 
business of carrying satellites to low one which can accommodate them first. 
orbital altitudes for subsequent boost to More than a few view the ESA play for a 
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Merry Christmas To Everyone. 
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This is the tyrical 
small rrint at the end 
of an article. The ture 
that will get you in a 
hear of trouble if ‘sou 
dan’t take heed. As the 
Public Service officer 
for RARS, I am going to 
under take two tasks. 
irst, I want to know 
what each member 
considers public 
service to be. 
Secondly, I would like 
to know how much time 
Per year that each of 
you sFend doinas Fublic 
service activities far 
FARS. 

I reslize thst 3 
number of ditferent 
definitions of Public 
service exists smona 
the members af RARS. 
Since I am interested 
in Your View Cnot 
mined, I will discuss 
the issue with each one 
- at club meetinas, on 
2 meters or bry land 
line. It would be nice 
if someone would 
arPrroach me before I 
aPprFroach them. 

Also; JI would like 
to know your 
exrectatians when you 
are rerformina a Public 
service and more 
imrortantly, I would 
like to know ‘sour 
conception of the 
exrpeactatians of the 
recirfient. For those 
how have not read the 
small erint, I om 
submittina sour names 
to be Fickle judaes st 
the H.C. state fair. 
LEADING EDGE Cisne, WES INM, 
(continued) Bb eee ee Ie wl 


long delay as an effort to strengthen its 
Own position in the satellite hauling 
business. It is gratifying to see that 
NASA has recognized the politics of this 
Situation and responded with the decision 
to ago in late November. 


The eclipse time (time in the sha- 
dow of Earth) for OSCAR 10 has increased 
to 40 minutes out of each 699.5 minute 
orbital period, forcing a further reduc- 
tion in operating time for the transponder. 
The new schedule calls for the transponder 
to be off for almost an hour before peri- 
gee each orbit. The Radio Society of 
Great Britain now broadcasts its bulletins 
on OSCAR 18 on Sundays at 1430 and 1830 
UTC on 145.972 using the special call 


Vato 


MINUTES 
OF THE 
MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held on November 2, 
1983, at the First Presbyterian Church, S. 
Salisbury Street. President "Doc" Cobb, 
WLYZX, called the meeting to order and wel- 
comed the members and guests. The roster 
was signed by 5h members and guests. 


Doc read the nominees for offices for the 
upcoming term. They were: 


President--Bruce Eggers, WAQN IW 

Secretary--Marty Silver, NYH 

Public Service 
Director--Diane Courtney, WBhINM 


A motion was made to cast a unanimous ballot 
for the nominations for these offices. The 
motion was seconded and carried. 


Chuck Littlewood, KlHF, announced that the 
FCC has extended the term of amateur station 
and operators licenses from 5 to 10 years. 
The renewal grace period has been extended 
from 1 to 2 years. These will be effective 
immediately when an amateur renews his 
license. 


Chuck also quoted a news release from the 
FCC, dated October 28th, highly praising 
amateurs for their-role played in the recent 
Grenada situation. 


Doc presented Frank Weiss, KYLW, with a 
Life Membershiv in RARS. Frank and LaVerne, 
KALULZ, will be moving to Florida shortly. 
They will be missed by all. 


The program for the evening was our annual 
RARS auction. It was an enjoyable evening 
for all present. 


Coffee, doughnuts and fellowship were en- 
joyed before and after the meeting. The 
meeting was then adjourned. 


Marty Silver NYLH 
Secretary, RARS 
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PRODUCT REVIEW OF IC-25H 


Have you ever operated 2 meters 
mobile using a hand-held without an 


outside antenna and dreamed = of 
better Gonditions: I have. My 
PC= LAT can wor k wonders but 
Rite..es oS no! So I. promised 
myself that someday I would invest 
in a permanent mobile setup. I 
installed matchinq antennas —-- one 


ont 


for 2 meters and one for CH (horror 
that any ham should mention such). 
And I pondered ads and dreamed of 
the ideal system. 


Finally I decided the dav had come 


and I chose an iGom .it=2SHie beghas 
ertectuively,7. VEO/memories so.that 
I can setup most of the local 


repeaters and scan them as I drive 
along. Of course the scan system 
comes setup to Stop On. .a carrier 
for only about 2£ seconds. This is 
either too long for conversations 
T*m not interested in or too short 
for me to reach down and stop the 
Seaee ECODably I won*t bother. to 
change the scan rate. I would like 
to figure how to have the scan stop 
on carrier and proceed by manual 
intervention. I think I can do this 
Sar 1 m..not sure. 


Fourty-five watts with a two watt 
low-power setting works out nicely. 
And inspite of my goad intentions 
and expectations, the unit stays oan 
the fourty-five watt positicn 
usually. From the reports on the 
air, it appears that I can get into 
04/64 With. Full quieting fram 
Durham. And it 1S nice to be able 
to use the phone patch from greater 
distances. 


Froblems? Qf course. The mic that 
comes with the unit has a remote 
up freq and down freq capability. I 
think this is useless. I would much 
rather be able to start and stop 


the scanning PUTS Glo. And the 
touch-tone pad on the back of the 
mc 1s designed for pre-school 


fingers. I have alot of trouble 
punching in the right keys while 
moving. Further - old age makes 
reading the nomenclature on the 
Peer ore oir cure. “But oxi 1s 
serviceable. 


in, net. b got my =maneyv™s worth. I[t 
is an excellent rig and 1 recommend 
feu FP 3 So. Kern, KFE@RY. 


by Bruce Eggers, WAQSNEW 
President, RARS 


As time permits, I'd like to share 
some thoughts with you in this 
column. Thoughts about where we've 
been, where we're going and how we 
might get there. And perhaps some 
thoughts about the direction of 
Amateur Radio in America today and 
how RARS and RARS members fit into 
that-picture.isclet “sstart: with 
where we've been. 


It's just about 15 years now since 
RARS was incorporated. And off to 

a flying start it went. Sponsorship 
of Roanoke Division Conventions and 
North Carolina State Conventions, 

and the national meeting of ARRL 
Board Committee meetings were some 

of the initial undertakings. The 
first Proclamation of Amateur Radio 
Week in North Carolina was announced 
on 75 meters from the Governor's 
office in 1969. Sponsorship of 
state-wide North Carolina 9S9 parties, 
the first RARS Hamfest in '72 and 

the establishment of the RARS repeater 
along with Field Day, publicity 
efforts and many other activities 
kept our founders well occupied. 


As you look over the list of those 
members who made these things happen 
you find that many are still with ‘1s, 
still making things happen. Oh, 

some have dropped out to pursue 
other interests, some have moved 
away, some have gone on to their 
reward. But we're still blessed 
with the continuing services of 

many of the 'old-timers'. 


Per Rito strilltras*dyhnamic as Tt once 
was? Could RARS reinstate some of 
the events which are a part of its 
past glory? Or has RARS slipped; 
become a has-been; a mere shadow 

of its former self; a.small’ cliqne 
of the same old group, doing what 
it wants with no room for new blood, 
new ideas, new activities? 


Where are we today? 


ann bradley 
WAIAPK 


We're proud to include Frank KY4W, among 
the life members of RAKS. There's none 
more deserving (Perhaps, when the Weiss: 
come back to visit the kids, it will 
colncide with a RARS meeting.  PS--he's 
also a life member of the newsletter 
commictee. 


KAKKKKKEKKKKEKKKKKE 


That newcomer _on the net is a8) our Wall 
with a new call, KI4BP. It will ke toug 
to think of Wally as anything other than 
W4PRQ, but we'll adjust. I like it. I've 
heard “Baked Potato,” "Big Papa,” “Brass 
Pounder." They're all good. 


RKEKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKK 


Bs lass to Art Stratemeyer for giving 

him that bootleg call. I promised to 

write 100 times-=NW4B Not Worth 4 Bits; 

Nee Not Worth 4 Bits; NW4B, Not Worth 4 
LES ES ke Dace pee 


KEKKKKKKKKKKKEKEKEK 


RARS sure has had its share of celebrities 
this month. First TV star Jim Peeler, 
WA4YOM _.and then NewS and Observer 
personality, Bill Feehan, WB4EOV. Both 
were featured in connection with ham radio 
conract with Granada. E393 PR for amateur 
radio. 


KREKKKKKEKEKEKKEKKEK 


Congratulations to the new 1984-85 
officers of RARS--President Bruce, WA9NEW; 
Secretary Marty  NY4H; and PS Director 
Diane, WB4INM. Please join me in pledging 
our support. 


KKKKKKEKKKEKKEKEKKKEK 


One _more winner of W4DW's Activity 
Award--Tim N4IQA. Congratulations, Tim, 
on the 64 contacts, and incidentally, RARS 
thanks you for picking up the Saturday 
night net. Gud job! 


kak kkk kk Kee KKK KKK 


“Leading Edge" received a letter the other 
day asking if Sherm, W4T2U, would consiaer 
a regular contribution to CST: Haven't I 
been telling you “we got talent’?  Sherm 
says he'll Stick with RARS News. So let 
al the (GST subscribers read Our 
newsletter if they like “Leading Edge." 


RREKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKK 


C'mon you  guys--Jim, K4ABJ needs net 
controls. Don t_ be bashful now Step up 
ana volunteer before the draft gets you. 


HOW TO REPAIR AN ELECTRONIC INSTRUMENT 


STEP 1: Approach the ailing instrument in a 
confident manner. This will give the instru- 
ment the mistaken idea that you know something. 
It will also impress anyone who happens to be 
looking and if the instrument should suddenly 
start working, you will be credited with its 
repair. If this step fails, proceed to step 2. 


STEP 2: Wave a service manual at the instru- 
ment. This will make it assume that you are 
at least familiar with the source of knowledge. 
Should this step fail, proceed to step 3. 


STEP 3: In a forceable manner, recite Ohms 
Law to the instrument (CAUTION), before taking 
this step, refer to some reliable handbook to 
be sure of your knowledge of Ohms Law. This 
will prove to the instrument beyond a shadow 
of a doubt that you know something. This is 

a drastic step, and should only be attempted 
if the first two fail. If this fails, proceed 
to step 4. 


STEP 4: Jar the instrument lightly. This may 
require anything from a 3 to 6 foot drop. Pre- 
ferably on a concrete floor. However, you must 
be careful with this step, because while jarring 
is an approved method of repair, you must not 
mar the floor. Again, this is a drastic step. 
Use CAUTION. If this fails, proceed to step 5. 


STEP 5: Brandish a very large screwdriver in 
a menacing manner. This will frighten the 
instrument and demonstrate your knowledge of 
the deadly short circuit technique. Thus, if 
this also fails proceed to step 6. 


STEP 6: Add a tube. Even if the instruement 
is solid state. This will prove you are fami- 
liar with the instruments design. This will 
confuse the instrument and thereby increase 
your advantage. If this doesn't work, proceed 
to the most drastic and dangerous step. It 

is SELDOM NEEDED and is a final resort if all 
else fails. 


STEP: 7ie ” THINKS! & READ, THE. BOOK. aoe 


Sone 
ava 
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ED O-GENS~() 
The Fair is Over, The Fair is Over. 
Long Live The Fair ! 

(and other topics) 


Perhaps your Public Service Director 
was a tad harsh in last month's 
column. We didn't do all that bad. 

A toot on the RARS whistle for RARS 
members WBY4INM, W4FMN, KB4YRV, KAYWILW, 
WD4LKXR, WHYZX, WHJUG, WBYEOV, WS34DRI, 
KAYNSA, WB4YMCU, Wi9SZL, and K4GHJ, 
assisted by guests KB4PM, WBYUYT, 
WAYEKJ and unlicensed helpers from 
Wake Tech's WB4TOP club, Charles 
Clark, Cam Scobie, Doug White, Al 
Root, and Larry Harris. One of our 
helpers, Al Root, did something no 
RARS member (including yrs trly) did, 
he pulled TWO shifts! (Albeit 'new 
was eee panes to-pull.a.second..shift 
until K4GHJ put a radio-gram into 
the NTS to let me know he would be 
back from vacation in time to worx 

a snift on the last night of the 
Fair. Tnx Don. That's the true 

Pace Spirit! ) 


The Christmas traffic booth is just 
around the corner! See the Member- 
ship Feedback letter on the inside 
back cover for your chance to get 
Signed up. | 


And this month's colymn wonld not 
be complete without recognizing the 
last minnte efforts of W4FMN and 
K4ABJ in supporting the Office of 
Veterans Services at the Veterans 
Day parade. AUAPK became aware of 
a potential service RARS covld pro- 
vid2 on the day before the parade, 
coordinated the need with ye ol' 
PSD, and within a conple of hours 
RARS filled the bill in spite of 
the work-a-day requirement. Tnx 
Ann, Bert es Jim. 


And now in this, my swan song 
column as PSD, my thanks to those 
who have so steadfastly adhered to 
the princple 97.1(a) and enabled 
RARS to uphold its tradition of 
Public Service Communications 
during my watch as PSD. And to 


W34INM I pledge my future support. 


FROM THE 
TOP 


Well, summer is over, the 100+ days are no 
longer with us (praise the Lord) and 
occasionally oe ee ot Ly in the 
morning——just the right time of year. for 
tower and antenna instatlations, trials, 
repairs etc. 


George, NF4S, now has 70 ft. of tower and 
a TH/DXX on top. I put up the tower with 
an_ excellent ground crew. Frank, KY4W, 
and Larry, KB4DLG, installed the antenna 
with yours truly part of the ground crew. 
Looks good! 


Ken, KB4RV, now has a beam eter on 40' 
of push-up mast attached to his house and 
other. points about the yard (seems his 
beam is on 10 meters, converted froma 
different band wh ich will remain 
nameless)~ he only has a few years to wait 
for the sunspot cycle to swing back. 


Frank, KY4W and the rest of his Ham family 
have now gone to Florida, but before he 
went, he had an unantenna party. Frank & 
myself removed the 40 meter beam _& 2 meter 
beam in One afternoon & then plotted and 
schemed about the rest.. Then with he & I 
at the top (with the View From) we worked 
our way down to the concrete at_ the 
bottom. I asked Frank why we were doing 
the work on the tower with his two sons as 
part of the ground crew--his answer, 
‘Maturity & skill will be, better than 
youth & exuberance this time.” it was 
either that or we were outsmartea! 


Ae oe the KLM antenna (OMG size) went 
down the railroad tracks as gracefully as 


it came us before. The tower sections 
were jacke epare using 2 aluminum alloy 
plates and a Toyota jack. Guys went down 


easier than the went up (no measuring). 
The next owner of the house will never 
figure out what the pi in the front yara 
with KY4w / KA4ULZ welded onto it is. for. 
The tower & antennas now have a new home-— 
I'm. waiting for a call to help put it up 
again, so that once again I can enjoy The 
View Fran The Top. 


Art, NW4B,, is commenti on his” “farm” 
elsewhere in the Newsletter, but T will 
also make a few comments-—- 1. The antennas 
are OMG+t+ Size and_now I'll never catch up 
With.o he...150t-120: towers (note. the 
lural). 2. His wife Betsy.is-.a lovel 
hay, and did NCT ONCE threaten him wi 
fates far worse than_deatn as he has 
reoorted. 3. L am proud to have been part 
of the ground crew on his project, and 
even attended the knot tying school put on 
by the local Scout Troop inhis_ yard. 
» The R.R. tracks sure were L and 
WIDE to handle the antennas — good show, 
Art, but why all the sweat as the antennas 
went up — what could possibly go wrong? 


73 — Jim 


"Check the Porality" 
wa9new 


It's really too long of a story to 
tell on these pages. Except for a 
BC-348 and an RCA AR-88 back in the 
Novice days, I'd never had a piece 

of equipment in the shack that wasn't 
built from a kit. The reason's 
simple. If the little plastic framys 
that sits down in the gloms gear 

and engages the whozis rack when the 
band switch is changed breaks, I 

want to know what it's going to take 
to get the little bugger ont of 

there and I want a replacement part. 


But some few years ago I was REALLY 
READY to buy a synthesized 2 meter 
rig. Heath was having BIG problems 
getting the 2036 on the market. 

And there it was! Harrison Radio's 
display at the New England Division 
Convention was offering this Super 
Box at a price I] conldn't pass wp. 


It programmed frequency when all 
open the switching cirenit at only 
"+1". Rogically,: 10 Kitz sepmeng 
through the invertor to the PLL 

cord and 100KHz2 segment to the adder 
(IC-1) and throngh the interface to 
the PLL corder." 


That, in discussing the channel 
switching unit, is followed by: 


"NOTE: MAY NOT RECOMMENDABLE, WHEN 
OPERATES FREQUENCY SHOULD NOT EXC==5- 
ING LOCAL FM BAND PLAN ALSO INPROFER 
OPERATION." 


One of my favorites: (The rig has 
a front-panel 1 watt/25 watt push- 
button switch) 


"RF POWER SWITCH: 

Two type of this RF output power of 
the transceivers,one for i - 10 watts 
output power and 1 - 25 watts power 


types.High power at upto the RF output 
power and Low power are both approx- 
imately 1 watt desireable power control.' 
(In for Low power - Out for High power ~ 


So, after a quick consultation with 
the XYL, Santa came in September. 


Now don't get me wong. The rittle 
lig still serves me just swerr. 
But yor wouldn't bereive what I've 
been thlovgh tlying to get some 
tech data! ; 


After several exchanges of corres- 
pondence and a request for a check 
for $5.00, I'm now $13.24 poorer 
and I have the most useless collec- 
tion of 58 single-sided sheets 

from a 'Xerox' machine I've ever 
seen! 


The title of this saga isn't a 
joke. It's a quote! (One of the 
few I can understand.) Try: 


(As relates: to the transmit offset 
Switch) "Provides an eight nnits 
mounted of the boards individually 
each fully fvnctionning operates 
for secvrely, quality controlled 
and full perform maineine service 
available." 


Understandable is "Binary Corded 
Decimal" 


How about: "When the program offset 
operation frequency is programming, 
matrix diodes to the adder IC 2. 


would suffice.) 

Now, if you think you're ready for 
alignment procedures, see me at the 
next club meeting. 


Seasonal Wishes 


May you and your children 
Live long in the land 

Ard every good wish 

Be yours to command. 


May smokehouse and cellar 
And pantry and bin 

Be full to o’erflowing 

With crops gathered in. 


When cold winter winds 
Come with bluster and roar 
May your roof be secure 
And sturdy your door. 


May flames dance on your hearth, 
Carols ring through your hall 
And the sweet peace of Christmas 
Encompass us all. 
Elizabeth Goodwyn 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
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Lappy Quier Zebra 
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YOU XYLs WANT A QUICK SOLUTION FOR THE OMs CHRISTMAS GIFT? I HAVE COME UP WITH 
SOME I TEAS FOLLOWING THE COUPON TREND SWEEPING OUR LIVES. CREATE A '"HAMCOUPON" 
BOOK. PLACE IN IN A NICE CARD AND "BINGO''-~YOUR SHOPPING IS DONE! 


COUPON 1. Good for wasting an entire Saturday fooling around with Antennas. When 
presented Ham is excused from cleanup, shopping, soccer games etc. 

COUPON 2. Entitles the holder to purchase $10 worth of goodies at Hamfest 
without having to answer the question: "What are you going to do with it?" 
COUPON 3. Entitles the Ham to attend one hamfest outside a 100 mile radius of 
home QTH. All such events within the 100 mi radius are autanatically granted 
blanket approval by virtue of maintaining a valid FCC permit. 

COUPON 4. Good for 3 hours/week of undisturbed and uncriticized hamming without 
earphones between the hours of 12pm and dawn on weekdays only. 

COUPON 5. Good for 1 excused honeydo Saturday Morning to visit another ham for 
any hamming related activity. 

COUPON 6. Entitles the ham to be late for dinner 12 times if engaged in his net 
and frees him from any and all repeated calls to the table as well as a rewarm 
of dinner when 73's have been appropriately passed. 

COUPON 7. Entitles the holder to ignore any request for grant of a maximum of 60 
minutes of TVI free TV watching. Request will be considered valid only if a 
minimum of 3 Advanced or Extra class amateurs concur that the Amateur generated 
TVI interfers with the audio at least 20% of the time or the video at least 30% 
of the time or that the program is unintelligible at least 50% of the time. 
COUPON is also usable if TVI is disrupting the telephone, but only if the other 
party is not a family member or in-law. 


eee ee er re re CS EE Ce ee ee Se oe eS 


Now speaking of of Christmas goodies, All of us have fantasies as to what it 
would be like to win a sweepstakes or have a lost uncle drop several million in 
our bank accounts and what we would acquire with this new found loot. Combine 
this thought with a phrase that is rapidly becoming the vernacular of the 80's - 
WORLD CLASS. So let us, with checkbook in hand, wander down fantasy lane and 
create a WORLD CLASS HAM STATION. First the RX/TX unit. This must be that 
prevoiusly unseen item called a SIGNAL 1. Good Grief, for a paltry $5900 a copy, 
it must be world class even with only 150 watts out. And lets get a pair anyway, 
so I can listen to WWV or ARRL while active on the other one. Now I need to add 
a little power, so the World Class Amp would be the Alpha 85 with a meager 1500W 
pep output. Nobody knows what the price is but lets say 5k and if it can't be 
delivered within 6 hours, I can probably get a Henry 2KW for the interim, that 
is if I didn't enter a tender offer to the SEC to buy the entire ETO 
organization, Add an automatic antenna tuner, ETO again so the cabnets match~»and 
on with the list. Oh yeah, a microphone. Now what would qualify as a WC mic. Got 
to be a D104. Looks impressive and to insure its WC status, I'll have it plated 
in 24k gold. Now for the antenna farm. Well KLM is the first vendor to advertise 
its stuff as World Class, So a quick phone and I order 1 each of everything 
they've got. Another smali check. Tower. World Class is probably anything over 
110 feet, so lets go 1000 for starters just in case King Hussein gets into the 
competition. And misc items of course. A custan made desk of Philliping 
Mohogany, an automatic, massaging, swivel, English leather operating chair. What 
else. Almost forgot, a computer. I'd opt for something along the lines of a DG 
MV10000, 4 MB virtual memory and lets say 2 600 MB disk drives, around $100k. 
That about covers equipment. Now I'll need a staff to address QSL's etc, two 
World Class administrative assistants should do it. Loni Anderson and Susan 
Anton should qualify as world class helpers plus a cook, bartender,masseuse, and 
a barber. That way I wouldn't lose any time during contests. Of course I would 
have to move, I mean it might be difficult to get all that in my second bedroan, 
I hardly have roan now for my insignificant 520, so a custom built ham = shack 
with an adjoining facility for the XYL and kids would be erected. And a fast 
trip to DC to politic a little to get a World Class call, something like N4%, we 
millionaries deserve 1xl calls don't we. ......«-Say N4HOZ what would you ike 
for your shack for Christmas? says the XYL. Well I'd like about 25 million but 
I'll settle for one of those $2.29 stick on clocks so I can get the UTC ricnt on 
my QSL cards! 


—_ 


Bs 2 SIGNALS 
| C/ AND NOISE 


goa 
Al Nowakowski, W4VP 


Tennis buffs have a term for the center area’ 
of the racket, It's called the "sweet spot" 
and shots hit from that area of the racket 
are the most difficult to return since it'im- 
parts the maximum spin on the ball. I sus- 
pect that it also has a rather good "feel" 
when you hit the ball in the “sweet spot." 


I like that term. I am going to borrow it 
to describe a phenomena of DX‘ing,. 


The phenomena is the fortuitous combination 
of being in the right place at the right 
time, and often in conjunction with an un- 
usual propopagation advantage. 


T'll give you a quick example. As I started 
writing this, my receiver was set on 21.008 mHz. 
I had left it there after tuning around while 
procrastinating starting this article. A 
strong signal suddenly appeared calling,CqQ, 
W6KG/HKZ, on San Andres Island, Not the rarest 
by any means, but still a nice catch. Since 

I heard his initial short CQ, there was prac- 
tically no competition when I gave him a one- 
by-one call, and propagation was obviously 
favorable because his signal was a solid S8, 
Well, he came right back, and now I can scratch 
San Andres off my 15 meter checklist, 


I'd call that QSO a prime example of being 
in a “sweet spot.” 


Anyone who has spent a fair amount of time 
DX*ing has run into similar situations. 

There are times when it seems the DX is served 
to you on a platter, So now the situation has 
a name, albeit a borrowed one, 


There have been many occasions when I have 
worked some pretty good DX and it seemed that 
I was the only one hearing the DX station, 
Often, signals were weak, or conditions were 
poor, or both, but the QSO was still made, 
These are contacts that give you a strangely 
satisfying feeling, sort of an adrenalin 
charge, that compensates for all the hard 
fousht pileup battles and the countless hours 
of fruitless tuning the bands. 


Yes, being in the “sweet spot" now and then 
makes the DX game a lot more fun, 


A lot of good DX was around this year, 
and I hope you worked your share. My 
best wishes for a happy holiday season 
and plenty of good DX*ing in the new year. 


CHRISTMAS GI*T SUGGESTIONS FOR THE HAM 


The following were chosen because they 
don’t break the bank and are roughly 
close to $20. 


1. 1984 Domestic Callbook - $18 
2. 1984 Foreign Callbook - $17 


Discomm Sales 
Box 37 
Lexington, NC 27293 


3. The Big Ham Clock - $29.95 + 
1.50 Shipping 


BHC Ine, 
1716 Woodhead 
Houston, TX 77019 


4, QSL Album (40 Pages) - $22 + 
3.20 Postage 


MIL Industries, Dept T 
P.O. Box 44457 
Panorama City, CA 91402 


5. Call Letters Key Ring - $4.95 


Rogers Advg. Specs 
1625 Whittier Lane | 
New Castle, IN 47362 


6. st Balint $1395 


Van Gorden Engineering 
FO, -Box¥xn 2h 305 
South Euclid, Ohio 44121 


7. Mag Mount Azden Phase II, Mobile 
Antennas (1/4 and 5/8) - $29.95 


Amateur - Wholesale Electronics 
8817 S.W. 129th Terrace 
Miami, Florida 33176 


These are just a few ideas for the poor 
soul trying to find sonething to give a 
ham. Merry Christmas. 73's Ken, KBURV, 


CREATING A CONTEST STATION 
Art Stratemeyer — NW4H 
OR 
Everything that you wanted ta 
knew about neocetiating with 
your: XYL. 


This is the continuing saga 
ef the Careclina Contest Group 
and it’s efferts ta build a 


contest station. When last 
seen, the CCG had ccanvinced me 
ta buy same towers anid 
antennas and ta supply the 
land for this effert. In 
return, great amaunt s af 


physical laber were promised. 


I was tc find that the 
easiest way ta keep fellaw 
hams away from your dear is ta 
make the simple statement that 
"I?ll be digging heles far the 
towers this weekend ". These 
few simple wards will surely 
Guarantee you tatal privacy !! 
The cmly exception ta this is 
when they dc ceme aver and 
peer down intca the holes ard 
say "I think they shanld be 
deeper " and then walk away !! 
Scacca- 12 hales later, all af 
the volunteers started showira 
up. New caomes the real fun !! 
Building 3 towers that will be 
1@@’ each, at the same time, 
will sure keep yar busy. Once 
we had all three towers at the 
7@’ level, the XYL decided 
that she would survey the job. 
Her first statement was "They 
have ta be moved !" When tald 
that this was naw impessible, 
I was beset with the dreaded 
female "silent treatment". 
This lasted far several days 
until the next statement was, 
"T guess they are ak there 
singe the trees will hide 
them. " It was at that poirt 
that t' had te tell “her .that 
they weauld be about twice as 
high as they were right now. 


This brought on two days of 
verbal abuse and ane week af 
the "silent treatment" 


Mast af my CCG "sSuppearters" 
seemed ta disappear around 
this time. But by ceammittina 
the next 12 years af weekends 
ta "“"heney-des" , I was able ta 
bring the XYL arcund. Naw the 
"supporters" shcewed back up ! 


K4NYV and WA4AAV permanently 
attached themselves ta the 
tower, Bill Hanes (ham—tc-—be) 
suoplied us with invaluable 
toaals, and in a total af six 

weekerids, there were 3 towers! 


Now there was the small matter 
ef getting up 8 Monabariders, 
seme of which weighed 18a lbs 
and had 45’ bacms with 66’ 
elements ! Qrice again, after 
promising am article ta your 
editer, Jim’s help came in the 
form of a track system to 
slide these ta the top of the 

towers and it worked areat! 


After 23 years af dincales at 
ou it is hard ta describe 
the feelirg I oet wher leoking 
up at that 6 element 22 meter 
beam at 12d’. I have found 
that 2@ is actually oapen after 
Ficom. dd 


It is new late friday ard I am 
writing this sa that Jim can 
come aver and help Saturday | 


This weekend the ertire CCG 
will attempt ta put up a 4@m, 
iSM ard 2-1@M beams along with 
a full sized bab-tail- curtain 
for B8@M and a 16@M vertical in 
the hepes of being in CQWW-CW 
next weekerid. 


NEXT: THE CCG IN CQWW-CW 
ar 
"Art - Why are these strarae 
men sleepin in my house 7?!'" 


NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL GOOD MEN TO COME TO 
THE AID OF THE EDITOR: !! 


Well, Folks, it's just you and me now: Editor 
Frank, KY4W, has departed for the Gold Coast 
and here I stand alone, Editor Ann, WA4APK. 
Wrong--not very alone. I've invited, selected, 
drafted a "working newsletter committee"--A], 
W4VP; Jack, N4HBG; Pete, N4HQZ; Dianne. WB4INM; 
Jeff, WAIWXL; Anita, KA4PNI; Murray, W6MVZ; Ken, 
KB4RV; Jim, WA4A00. If the newsletter is OK 
now, just imagine what it could be with input 
and assistance from this talented group. 


We've made arrangements to hold a monthly 

work party/committee meeting on the Thursday 
preceeding the RARS meeting. At that time 

we'll assemble and label the current issue 

and put our heads together concerning the 

plans for future issues. All interested mem- 
bers are urged to attend these meetings. We'll] 
be at the Southern Railway Building, 1500 Carson 
St. For better directions, call me. All ideas/ 
suggestions/criticisms are welcome. 


The "meat" of the newsletter is the regular 
column. My thanks to the people who contribute 
regularly--faithfully--Sherman, W4TZU; Marty, 
NY4H; -ert, W4FMN; Al, W4VP; Pete, N4HQZ. 

There are other areas that need coverage and 
the rest of you can make that happen. 


My EXTRARS column is intended to be short items 
of interest concerning club members and ham 
events--not a gossip column but a reporting of 
happenings and accomplishments. Needless to say, 
I can't be aware of all that goes on. Please 
keep me informed of items that should be men- 
tioned--awards, upgrades, call-sign changes, 
activities of individuals or other clubs/groups. 
Be my reporters/scouts. I don't like to omit 
important news but if I don't know, I can't tell. 


"Letters to the Editor"--Do you ever have a 
thought, an idea, a "beef" that should be brought 
to the Club's attention. Write me: It will be 
published--with or without a signature. Perhaps 

it will inspire comment from other members--pro 

Or con. Let's learn what our members are thinking. 


“Dear Elmer"--that's a "Dear Abbey" for Hams. 

Write me your problems. I have an understanding 
heart but a not too technical mind. Your questions 
about antennas, rigs, propagation--all that com- 
plicated stuff will be answered--but not by me. 
I'll refer it to one of my able assistants, 


or we'll publish your quéstion and invite 
answers from our readers. 


These columns are the best way I know to make 
our newsletter the voice of RA&8S. Members 

need to communicate with members--share thoughts 
and ideas. The newsletter needs to be not 
what I think but what RARS thinks. I also 
invite you to submit articles of general inter- 
est to the membership--anthing you feel worth 
sharing--personal experiences, technical data, 
Or something amusing you've read. This is 
your newsletter--give me the copy, I'l] put 

it together. If space does not permit all 
contributions, the most timely will be used. 
Others will be published as space is available. 


I'm going to need help from all of you. Frank 
has left a rather large pair of shoes to be 
filled by my "four and a half's." But with 
your help, we can build a newsletter second to 


none. Please contribute to "RARS News." 
Tnx and 73--Ann, WA4APK 
P.S. My appreciation for the many worthwhile 


contributions this month from the Newsletter 
committee. They came through like I knew 
they would--makes for a super issue! 


ee Oe. ee 


"IN THE GROUP" 
JACK, N&HBG 


I RECENTLY ENJOYED A VISIT TO THE RARS 
NOVICE CLASS ON MONDAY NIGHT. IT WAS 
FUN TO TALK WITH THE WOULD BE HAMS, AND 
ANSWER SOME OF THEIR QUESTIONS AFTER 
CLASS , BECAUSE NOT TOO LONG AGO, I WAS 
"IN THE GROUP" ,AND HAD PROABLEY ASKED 
THE SAME QUESTIONS. THERE IS STILL THE 
CROSS SECTION OF PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS 
OF LIFE. TO MY SURPRISE I ENJOYED ANS- 
WERING THEIR QUESTIONS, AND HOPE TO DO 
IT AGAIN SOON. WE SHOULD GIVE A LOT OF 
THANKS TO OUR INSTRUCTORS; BOB, FRANK, 
JIM, HERB, AND DAVE. THEY POINT THE WUD 
BE HAMS IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION, AND THAT 
1S WHAT IT IS ALL ABOUT, (HELPING ALL MAN- 
KIND). HOPE ALL THE CLASS GET THEIR 
TICKET, AND WE ALL WISH YOU GUD LUCK. 
AND WELCOME TO AMATUER RADIO. HERE Ax 
SOME OF THE STUDENTS THAT I MET WHO ARE 
"IN THE GROUP" THIS YEAR: 

JAMES KINBLEY, REX MINNEMAN, TERRY RAITER, 
» GEORGE AND MARGRRET MADGWICK, ANOTHER 
HUSBAND AND WIFE TEAM, 73 es CUL. 


JACK, N4HBG 


MEMBERSHIP FEBDBACK LETTER 


(Cut along the dashed line, attach up to five pages, typewritten, single- 
spaced, both sides, mail to me and I'll reimburse your postage expense. 
For greater volume, please brirg to the next RARS meeting.) 


Dear Bruce, 


Congratulations on being 4¥v¥¢K elected president. (Boy, an I glad it's 
you and not me!) Now, I've got a couple of things on my mind I want yon 
to hear. 


First is the Christmas Traffic Booth at Crabtree, 12-17 December. I think 
you've done a(an) (check one or more) __ Excellent __ Swper Fine __ Darned 
Good job as Public Service Director and I want to make sure I get a chance 
to do my part. I'd like to volunteer to serve as Head Honcho on: (circle 
ao ae, acevou ad. bike) Me Te Wein F S.. In addition, I'll help out 
(same instructions) M T W Th F §. And, if you're really strapped 
for operators, I'd like you to know you can call on me any time except: 

. (write in all the days you can't help, completely justify each, 
and attach notarized statements from the president of your bowling league, 
pastor, PTA president, choir director, XYL, or other certifying anthority 
as, vO your inability to perform worthwhile public service work.) 


isan bring’ (check any Ie aoe 2 Meberopig.  . Hecrig o Code.Reader 
__ professional appearing explanatory posters __ other : 


And now as to the coming year, my New Year's resolutions (hereby certified 

in writing) will include: (check six or more) __ Operating Field Day, 
Teaching Novice classes, __ Writing an article for the newsletter, 

__ Putting on a program, __ Syggesting a program, __ Working at the Fair, 

__ Supporting Bert at the Road Races, __ Working next year's Christmas 

booth, __ Getting 2 new members, __ Helping a novice get started, __ 

Administering License Exams, __ Putting on the Hamfest, _ Putting up a 

menbers new tower, __ Attending an Advisory Board meeting, __ Serving on 

the nominating committee, __ Volunteering to serve as an officer or director, 

_.__ Working on the repeater, __ Checking into one or both of the RARS nets, 


ee Serving as NCS on a RARS net, Working 64 on '64', Hosting next 
Pears Christmas party, .. Serving on a Constitntional/By- Laws review 
committee, __ never complaining that 


there aren't enough club activities Orbhat ‘nobody wants your inpnt? 


In the coming year I'd like to see RARS: (check as many as you'd like) 

__ Get more/less involved with public service work, __ Have more/fewer 
educational programs, __ Have more/fewer social events, __ Expand the 
Hanfest to a two day affair, __ Do away with the Hanfest, __ Stop printing 
the newsletter, __ Expand the newsletter to include oy oul, Ee ce Ce 
the repeater, __ Keep the repeater as it is, __ Expand repeater services 

to include Charge for refreshments at the meetings, _ Continue 


eect? 
free refreshments, __ (add additional sheets). 


One) Like RARG: just the way it is: I'm glad we've got a dynamic 
organization representing Amateur Radio in the Greater Raleigh area. You 
can count on my continyed sypport and involvement in RARS activities as 
you have in the past AND I'LL GET MY CHECK IN THE MAIL FOR i984 DUHS NOW 
JUST SO I WON'T FORGET! 


For an ever better RARS, 


a os BULK RATE ay 
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Galendar 
Dec. 3, 4 - ARRL 160 Meter Contest Dec. 12-17 - RARS Annual Traffic and 
. Publicity Booth 
Dec 7 - Regular RARS Meeting Crabtree Valley Mall. 
Dec 10. - RARS News Copy Deadline Dec 21 - RARS Advisory Board Meeting 


7:30 pm NCSU Faculty Club 
Dec 10, 11 - ARRL 10 Meter Contest. All Members Welcome: 


